
Owen Sound & District Chamber of Commerce

O U T L O O K

Immerse yourself in all the creativity around you, enjoy it and learn 
from it. The following evidence just scratches the surface of our 
community’s widespread artistic expression.

L O C A L  A R T I S T I C  C R E A T I V I T Y

The Georgian Bay Centre of the Arts (GB Arts) fills the gap. It’s what’s 
called a ‘community access makers space’ in Owen Sound that provides 
workshops and open studio spaces for individuals interested in the arts.

F I L L I N G  T H E  A R T I S A N  G A P

O N T A R I O  S T A Y C A T I O N S
Ontario Staycation Tax Credit for 2022’ permits residents to claim 
20 percent of the costs of accommodation, such as a hotel, 
motel, resort, lodge, bed-and-breakfast, cottage, or campground. SPRING 2022 / Issue 7 



Just because you live here, doesn’t mean 
you should give up High Speed Internet

New Ultra Fast Wireless and Fibre Solutions
Now available in Grey/Bruce

(519) 378-1410
Fibre speeds up to  1 gbps 

Wireless speeds up to 50 mbps 
www.gbtel.ca
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We can all agree that creating and sharing beautiful 
art works makes the world a more enjoyable, less 
stressful place. But mastering a medium of choice 
and building a career in art is not easy.
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Our heritage, sport, tourism, and culture industries 
draw visitors to Ontario while showcasing our 
diversity and history that enrich the local quality of 
life in communities like Owen Sound  and beyond.
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Culturally what more could a person ask from a small 
city like this  Music, arts, literature, drama, dance – we 
have it all!
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Outlook is distributed free of charge to 
all businesses within Owen Sound and 
surrounding rural routes. 

Distribution of this publication does not 
constitute an endorsement of products or 
services advertised. 

No portion of Outlook may be duplicated or 
distributed without permission or credit to 
the publisher.

Look whose joined us! Read up on the new members 
of the Chamber.
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In Grey-Bruce artistic creativity continues to be 
contagious. Being around creative, artistic people is 
extremely infectious. You can just immerse yourself 
in all the creativity around you, enjoy it and learn 
from it.

L O C A L  A R T I S T I C  C R E AT I V I T Y 
R E M A I N S  C O N TA G I O U S 
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Did you know that the Ontario government has 
introduced a temporary tax credit encouraging 
residents and families to take short-term trips within 
the province to stimulate the tourism?

O N T A R I O  S T A Y C A T I O N S  G E T 
A  W E L C O M E  B O O S T 
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ONTARIO
STAYCATION
TAX CREDIT

up to 20% of your eligible Ontario accommodation
exspenses



www.wiartonmarina.ca

519.534.1301

Factory Trained Technicians
Mechanical, Electrical and Fiberglass Repair

Ships store

Wiarton Marina Ltd.
Better Boating Begins Here

Become a Preferred Business member and your     
business will be eligible for Preferred pricing online 
and in store, exclusive offers plus a host of Small 
Business-friendly benefits designed to help you 
grow. 

Call 519-372-2228 in to the store to sign up today. 

1077 10th Street West, 
Owen Sound, N4K 5S2 

KACIE LINN, FIC
DIRECTOR & FINANCIAL REPRESENTATIVE

TEL  519.376.6988
EMAIL  klinn@faithlifefinancial.ca

MEAGAN SHEARD
LICENSED ASSISTANT

TEL  519.376.6988
EMAIL  msheard@faithlifefinancial.ca

www.sound-life.solutions

OWEN SOUND
It’s time to find the right insurance and 
investment strategy to protect the ones  
you love.

With summer fast approaching it is good to 
get a plan in place so that you can enjoy your 
time without the worry that we feel when things are 
not set up.

“Our office takes the time you deserve to review what you have in 
place while providing advice and solutions that make sense to you and  
your family.”

Our office has been providing sound financial advice to our clients for over 
10 years. It’s time to see what our difference is for yourselves.
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with other artistic individuals and organizations they consti-
tute an ‘arena for culture’. As these galleries illustrate, what 
might be labelled the ‘art industry’ enables individuals to dis-
cover things about themselves and share those stories with 
the world. The art market is a platform for innovation, learn-
ing and conversation. 

GREY GALLERY

In 2018 Owen Sound was fortunate that rare book librarian 
Anne Dondertman and figurative artist John Lauglin chose to 
transition their successful careers from hectic Toronto.  Far 
from retiring, the couple opted to make a significant commit-
ment to this region’s already vibrant artistic community by 
establishing Grey Gallery in a heritage building on 2nd Ave-
nue East in the City’s - then promising, now thriving - River 
District. As Anne explains the move, “John and I recognized 
from our Toronto experience that bigger isn't always better. 
What Owen Sound lacks in population size, it makes up for 
with a big arts scene – musicians, visual artists and writers. 

Four years later the couple live and work in the charming, 
renovated Coates and Best building and offer ever changing 
curated collections including but not limited to fine art, paint-
ings, figurative work, carvings and sculptures. A large collec-
tion of books about art includes many out of print items. The 
books are available for browsing and musing, not purchase. 
It’s rewarding to John and me to push the boundaries in our 
exhibits and events”, said Anne. “Happily art that is ‘out of the 
ordinary’ is in abundant supply among the talented artists in 
our adopted community.”

Both owners take seriously what they see as Grey Gallery’s 
role as a ‘gathering space’ for local and sometimes visiting art-
ists and clients. “Social interaction, dialogue and enjoyment 
are essential ingredients in a successful gallery”, observed 
Anne. “Much of this has been hampered by Covid restrictions 
so we have had to be creative in this regard as well. Our adja-
cent garden and proximity to River District events have been 
wonderful in enabling us to facilitate outdoor exhibits and 
socializing – weather permitting of course.” 

Local residents are all too aware of the pandemic that has pun-
ished us for more than two years. But as Covid winds down 
it is reassuring to see that another healthier reality has main-
tained its core strength through this adversity and is forging 
ahead. In Grey-Bruce artistic creativity continues to be con-
tagious. Being around creative, artistic people is extremely 
infectious. You can just immerse yourself in all the creativity 
around you, enjoy it and learn from it. Consider the following 
evidence which just scratches the surface of our community’s 
widespread artistic expression. 

If you happened to be in Owen Sound’s River District some 
time from mid January to mid February, did you happen to 
encounter a tiger – or maybe a pack of them? If so then you 
had the pleasure of being in the vicinity of the Grey Gallery, 
the Owen Sound Artists’ Coop or The Georgian Bay Centre 
for the Arts. The outstanding Year of the Tiger art exhibition 
curated by Raquell Yang and sponsored by the Grey Bruce 
Chinese Heritage & Culture Association was hosted by Grey 
Gallery and featured prominently in the other two partici-
pating venues. More than 30 local artists each uniquely inter-
preted the fiery passion and daring of the majestic animal 
central to the lunar new year. 

The inspiring impact of this effective collaboration on Grey-
Bruce residents and on the local artistic community adds to 
an already overwhelming ‘mountain of evidence’ that local 
art galleries like Grey Gallery and the Owen Sound Artists’ 
Co-op are much more than just space for retail. Together 

continued on page 7

LOCAL  ART IST IC  CREAT IV ITY  REMAINS CONTAGIOUS: 
PASS IT  ON
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OWEN SOUND ARTISTS’ COOP

The Owen Sound Artists Co-op has nurtured local artists 
with remarkable success since 1994. One prominent benefi-
ciary of this stimulating artistic environment, among many 
others, is the Co-op’s current manager Jana Miller, who was 
welcomed to Co-op membership as a young artist through 
juried evaluation while still in high school. “Having been a 
member artist for 22 of the Co-op’s 27 years, I truly consider 
many of our past and present members to be family”, she said 
recently.  Echoing that thought, former member Steve Irvine, 
who was one of the Co-op’s founders, recently described the 
Co-op affectionately as a community within the Grey Bruce 
arts community. 

Located in the historic McKay building on 2nd Avenue East, 
the Artists’ Co-op features the work of 45 local member art-
ists and artisans who live and work in both Grey and Bruce 
Counties. Media represented include ceramics, glass, jewel-
lery, metal, painting, photography, stamp collage, textiles, 
wood and beeswax candles. There is always an artist on duty 
when you visit, and most members are able to speak with pas-
sion and authority about their fellow members’ creations.

Local residents and tourists are drawn to the uniqueness of 
the space and the vast array of quality art and crafts created 
by Co-op members. Many visitors are intrigued by a recent 
addition to the space, a ‘funky’ Food Gallery which displays 
and sells locally produced, non-perishable food products and 
natural body products. Among many regular, forward-look-
ing initiatives the Co-op hosts monthly guest artists and dis-
plays exhibitions frequently in the spectacular Legacy Gallery. 
Covid slowed this outreach somewhat over the past two years 
but Co-op members persevered resiliently and have emerged 
relatively unscathed.

To best showcase the history of the McKay Building, Co-op 
members found and now highlight items from the old depart-
ment store in its bustling heyday. At the front of the attractive 
space, there’s a display case with fascinating antique merchan-
dise.  Particularly enticing is the old, originally water-based, 
money rail hanging from the ceiling. Once used to deliver 
change to cash customers, it was an ingenious conveyance 
long before email transfers and debit cards spelled its demise. 

L O C A L  A R T I S T  C R E A T I V I T Y  -  c o n t i n u e d
After graduating from the Jewellery and Metals Program at 
Georgian College in Barrie, Jana Miller returned to Owen 
Sound and applied her learning at a local jewellery store for 
several years before taking on her manager role. She draws on 
nature for inspiration, using everything from vintage beads 
to watch parts, and gives new life to scrap silver and gold. 
Based on her own life-altering youthful experience one of 
Jana’s personal priorities over the nine months she has been 
Manager has been to rejuvenate the Co-op’s efforts to engage 
more local young people in the arts. She was instrumental in 
reintroducing the Next Generation Program aimed at helping 
emerging artists by giving them an opportunity to show and 
sell their work in a professional gallery setting. To partici-
pate, a young artist must be between the ages of 14 and 24 and 
reside in Grey or Bruce counties. 

Clearly, Grey Gallery and the Owen Sound Artists’ Co-op 
each embodies an almost magical combination of artistry, 
entrepreneurship and collaboration. What’s particularly evi-
dent as a common denominator is the underlying passion for 
art and for the Grey-Bruce community.  Passion and imag-
ination inspire hard work which leads to tangible creative 
results. People notice and enjoy. It’s contagious! 



OUTLOOK - Owen Sound & District Chamber of Commerce     8

Issue 7

80,000 
AVAILABLE ANNUALLY FOR 
SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS* 

Funding available For: 

* Program eligibili18 requiremen1s and de1ails available 01 
OwenSound.ca/Planning or planning@owensound.ca 

1. Façade & Structural
Improvement

2. Accessibility
Improvement

3. Start-up Space
Improvement



Bill Walker
MPP,  BRUCE -GREY -OWEN SOUND  

  

1-800-461-2664  bill.walkerco@pc.ola.org 
519-371-2421 www.billwalkermpp.com 

we would like to send a huge 
thank you to our advertisers!

Please let them know you saw
their AD in Outlook!

IPC Private Wealth is a division of IPC Securities Corporation.  
IPC Securities Corporation is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund.

1156 2nd Avenue East, Suite 101, Owen Sound, ON Tel: 519-376-0095 

Toll Free:1-800-847-3106 Email: info@corepg.ca Web: www.corepg.ca

We look forward to welcoming you as a client of 
IPC Private Wealth. 

Learn how at www.corepg.ca
Welcome to a new
level of wealth
More access. More advice. More attention.

A personalized solution 
to protect and build 
your wealth.
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226-910-1001

www.grey.ca/gtr

Travel to work!

The Grey Transit Route provides reliable options for
riders and employers. Visit ww.grey.ca/gtr for details.

R E A L T O R  

J A M E S  M C G R E G O R

Is it any wonder our community is a hot commodity!
We’ve got it all – all year round. I have a wish list 
from buyers looking to settle in this area. Call me 
to see if your home, farm, or cottage is a match.
Trust me with your real estate decisions.  

  226.974.2144    james.mcgregor@evrealestate.com 

How lucky 
are we to live 

where everyone 
wants to be.

McGREGOR HAHNE GROUP
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1.99% financing
available

CURRENT KIA OWNERS

2022 Forte

IN
STOCK

1% Loyalty
Rate
Reduction
Available
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F I LL ING  THE  ART ISAN GAP 
Creating and sharing beautiful art works makes the world a 
more enjoyable, less stressful place. But mastering a medium 
of choice and building a career in art is not easy. Someone 
may have natural talent, but without training and guidance 
their raw skills may not take them very far. In Owen Sound 
that’s where The Georgian Bay Centre of the Arts fills the 
gap. It’s what’s called a ‘community access makers space’ that 
provides workshops and open studio spaces for beginner and 
experienced individuals interested in arts and crafts. Founded 
by Morag Budgeon and Alan McIntosh in 2019, GB Arts is 
further proof that Owen Sound punches far above its weight 
when it comes to the arts. 

The creativity of Budgeon, a jewelry maker, and McIntosh, 
who works in metal, has taken many exciting forms. They are 
skilled artists, entrepreneurs and social advocates who have 
persevered successfully over the past four years through start-
ing a business, acquiring and renovating a heritage building, 
coping with the pandemic, serving their community, and, 
especially, inspiring and empowering the next generation 
of local fine artists and artisans. They even offer delectable 
treats in the aptly named Palette Café, tucked into the former 
Kresge Department Store at 938 2nd Ave East. 

Currently the Centre is home to about 20 classes monthly. 
These workshops provide learning opportunities to both 
adults and youngsters. Accomplished local artists and arti-
sans provide insight and hands-on experience in media such 
as pottery, printmaking, stained glass, painting, metal work, 
fibre arts, and jewellery.  

While GB Arts’ workshops cross the full artistic spectrum 
Budgeon and McIntosh explicitly give highest priority to 
crafts. About 75 percent of classes are craft based in special-
ized studios, with the rest allocated to fine arts. This focus is 
motivated by their perception that craft is frequently under-

valued. As Morag puts it: “Too often craft has been charac-
terized as superfluous and fluffy so Alan and I have chosen to 
give craft back its well-deserved gravitas.” 

“The fundamental goal of our not for profit organization is to 
give more to our community than we take”, said Alan. “Hav-
ing this Centre as a space to be creative, to meet people, to 
come and engage in artistic pursuits, that’s a social enterprise 
at its best because it helps our community. After all that we 
have been through, it’s so exhilarating to be in close proxim-
ity with fellow artists and thriving again”. 

Looking forward, Morag and Alan share an optimistic vision 
of Owen Sound’s artistic future. If over the next few years GB 
Arts, the Artists’ Co-Op, Grey Gallery and many other com-
munity partners can continue to collaborate to attain a crit-
ical mass of outstanding artists and artisans, they believe the 
clear opportunity exists for the ‘Scenic City’ to follow the path 
of artistic centres like Banff and Haliburton. “Any significant 
upswing in the arts sector has a tsunami effect on the local 
economy, impacting hugely the service sector, retail, hospi-
tality, and tourism industries.” We can do the same.



Mortgages for 
First Time Home Buyers
New Home Construction

Renovations & Debt Consolidation

866-496-4028

Experience A+ Service
Clients say BEST in Georgian Bay with 100+ Five Star Reviews 

The Mortgage Wellness Group Brokerage #11970. Each Office is independently owned and operated.

Offices in Port Elgin, Owen Sound, Collingwood, and Toronto. 

Gerard Buckley
Mortgage Broker #M17000583

Andrea Handy
Client Service Manager 
Mortgage Agent #M21001354

Brandon Lacaille
Mortgage Agent #M21003219

LOOKING 
FOR THE BEST 
EMPLOYEES?
Start with Canada’s
best benfits plans.

nicolinsurance.com | 519-376-5350

Jaclyn Gostick
Small Business 

Account Executive
jgostick@nicolinsurance.com

Learn more about our 
Chambers of Commerce Group 

Insurance Plan today. Your Local Owen Sound Yamaha Dealer
202435 Sunset Strip | Owen Sound 

519.372.2211
www.advancedmarine.org
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As Ontarians, we take pride in our 
province’s world class institutions 
and attractions, extraordinary tour-
ism and cultural experiences, and 
sport and recreation activities. Our 
heritage, sport, tourism and culture 
industries draw visitors to Ontario, 
while showcasing our diversity and 
history that enrich the local quality 
of life in communities like Owen 
Sound.

Throughout the pandemic I have leaned on my friend and 
colleague Bill Walker who has been a constant source of 
advice and information.  He continually keeps me informed 
of the evolving situation in your community, has been a tre-
mendous advocate for all things heritage, sport, culture and 
tourism in Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound and has been an incred-
ible tour guide of your community in the last two years. From 
the Owen Sound Attack to the Tom Thomson Art Gallery, 
he consistently showcases why people love to live, work, play 
and visit Owen Sound. 

For Ontarians, the impact of the pandemic has been undeni-
able on our lives and livelihoods. We’ve been faced with a tri-
ple-threat; an economic, healthcare and social crisis. Ontar-
io’s heritage, sport, tourism and culture industries were hit 
first, hardest, and will take the longest to recover as a result 
of COVID-19. Despite this adversity, it has confirmed how 
compassionate and resilient Ontarians are.

Since the start of the pandemic, our government has recog-
nized the vital role of Ontario’s cultural and heritage activi-
ties, and tourism and sport industries in helping our commu-
nities recover. 

We have made major arts and culture investments over 2021-
22 in Owen Sound through the agencies within my Ministry, 
providing more than $1 million in support to cultural icons 
like the Georgian Bay Symphony, the Billy Bishop Museum, 
the Owen Sound Little Theatre, and the Georgian Bay Folk 
Society. Our government has also helped with capital and 
operating funding projects such as the Stephen Arena ren-
ovation and the Blue Water Curling Club. Funding through 
the 2021 Reconnect Festival and Event Program also helped 
support “Music at the Market” concerts that showcased local 

MESSAGE  FROM ONTARIO  MIN ISTER  OF  HER ITAGE ,  SPORT, 
TOURISM AND CULTURE  – L ISA  MACLEOD

ASHLEE
CUNNINGHAM

MORTGAGE AGENT

519.379.3249
www.AshleeCunningham.ca

Maximize Your 
Investment with local 

Expert Mortgage Advice
PURCHASE ·  RENEWAL ·  DEBT CONSOLIDATION

RENOVATION ·  EQUITY TAKE-OUT

LET’S RUN YOUR NUMBERS!
call me for free, no-obligation consultation

artists, helping to generate an estimated $210,000 in local 
economic activity. 

Last summer, Bill and I had the pleasure of visiting Owen 
Sound and area where we explored the beautiful Inglis Falls 
Conservation Area and Sauble Falls Provincial Park. I was 
taken away by the breathtaking beauty of these magnificent 
works of nature. 

That is why I am proud that all through 2022, tourists who 
come to visit Owen Sound can take advantage of the Ontario 
Staycation personal income tax credit, which helps Ontarians 
get up to 20 per cent back on their eligible accommodation 
expenses for leisure stays around the province.

These are the kinds of investments that will be critical to 
overcoming the effects of the pandemic so that we can all get 
back to enjoying what makes Owen Sound a world class des-
tination in our world class province. 

OUTLOOK - Owen Sound & District Chamber of Commerce        13

Issue 7



Rachel Desmarais

345 8th St. E. Suite 208
Owen Sound, ON, N4K 1L3

desmaraisfinancial.com

519-416-1600
Financial Planner
CFP, EPC, CHS, CLU, CEA

sound advice for over 23 years

HOW CORPORATE-OWNED LIFE 
INSURANCE CAN WORK FOR YOUR 
BUSINESS
Success looks good on you. Your busi-
ness is doing well, and your company has 
more than enough money to cover daily 
operations.

Where do you go from here? Chances are 
you’re investing already, but are you mak-
ing the most of your company’s net worth?

Corporate investments can create a tricky situation for business owners.

Often, business owners like you keep money in your business in 
case you need funds right away, or in case an investment opportu-
nity comes up.

However, if your corporation’s portfolio is heavily invested in tax-
able investments, you may not be using your funds as efficiently as 
possible. Passive income is taxed at the highest corporate tax rate. 
And passive income may also reduce the small business deduction, 
which may mean higher taxes on the company’s business income 
and less money to pass down to shareholders.

So how can you avoid this “passive income trap”?

ONE WAY IS THROUGH A CORPORATE-OWNED PERMANENT 
LIFE INSURANCE POLICY
Corporate-owned permanent life insurance can help grow your 
corporate assets tax-free while you’re alive – as long as the funds 
remain in the policy, subject to government limits and assuming the 
policy is tax-exempt.

It can also help:

• Diversify your business holdings
• Lower volatility in your corporate portfolio
• Protect your small business deduction limit
• Access cash for emergencies, opportunities
• Fund a buy/sell agreement

When you die, insurance proceeds (also called a death benefit), 
when made payable to the company, can help your business transi-
tion, move forward and provide dividends to shareholders.

The set up:

• Owner and payor – your corporation
• Person insured- you
• Beneficiary – your corporation

*Policy premiums are generally not deductible by the company 

GROW ASSETS WHILE YOU’RE ALIVE
Life insurance may provide tax-free growth opportunities (as long 
as it remains in the policy, subject to government limits). And if the 
policy has enough cash value, your corporation can use those funds 
if needed.

WHEN YOU DIE
Insurance proceeds go to the corporation tax-free.  A private cor-
poration’s capital dividend account receives a which allows the cor-
poration to pay a tax-free dividend to shareholders (if the company 
chooses to do so).

Permanent life insurance is one way to not only diversify your port-
folio and reduce tax on passive investments/ but it’s also a way to 
help ensure your business operates smoothly, and without added 
taxes, when you’re gone.

For 23 years Desmarais Financial Services has been helping clients suc-

cessfully manage their financial life transition by establishing the perspec-

tive required to make sound financial and life decisions. These decisions 

are based on a client’s personal experience and integrated with facts and  

figures.

If you have a question or concern or just want to chat, Rachel can be con-

tacted at the phone number or email on this article (see ad).

E X P E R T  C O L U M N  P U T  S O M E  L I F E  ( I N S U R A N C E )  I N T O  Y O U R  F I N A N C I A L  P O R T F O L I O
SPONSORED CONTENT
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Mike & Allison Sutherland
Owners/Operators
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is more important than ever

build your business through

for supporting local businesses

SUCCESSFUL NETWORKING

learn from the professionals

bnisoundnetworkingos@gmail.com
519.387.3764

REFERRAL MARKETING

BNI Sound Networking

VISITORS
WELCOME

Growing in Challenging Times 

Thank You!

 
887 Third Avenue East, Suite 102, P.O. Box 681, Owen Sound, Ontario N4K 5R4     tk.on.ca 

 

• Personal, Small Business, Farm, and 
Corporate Tax 

• Accounting and Auditing 
• Bookkeeping, Payroll, HST Services 
• Financial Advice and Estate Planning 

 
 

Celebrating 40 years of welcoming 
new clients and retaining old friends. 

 

Contact Us: 
519-371-1611 
info@tk.on.ca 

 

• Carpet Cleaning
• Wet Look Floors call Ken King

519-375-5321
advanceservice@xplornet.ca
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Did you know that the Ontario government has introduced 
a temporary tax credit encouraging residents and families to 
take short-term trips within the province to stimulate the 
tourism and hospitality sector while the pandemic winds 
down? Labelled the ‘Ontario Staycation Tax Credit for 2022’ 
it permits residents to claim 20 percent of the costs of accom-
modation, such as a hotel, motel, resort, lodge, bed-and-
breakfast, cottage or campground when filing their personal 
Income Tax and Benefit Return for 2022.

Ontarians are eligible to claim up to up a maximum of $1,000 
as individuals or $2,000 with a spouse/common-law partner 
or children yielding a credit of $200 or $400, respectively. 
This benefit can be for one or multiple trips. The stay must 
be under a month. “If a family of three or four plans to spend 
$1000 and they learn they will get back $200 they might end 
up spending the $1200,” said Tourism Minister Lisa MacLeod. 
“I think we’ll start to see that money circulating across the 
province.”

The tax credit will only be available for 2022 and only applies 
to leisure stays. Business travel is not eligible. It also does 
not apply to timeshare agreements, staying on a boat, train 
or other vehicle that can be self-propelled. However, under 
some circumstances Airbnb rentals can qualify. 

Anyone who is an Ontario resident on December 31, 2022, is 
eligible to make the claim. But only one person per family can
do so. For further information go to:  
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-staycation-tax-credit

ONTARIO  STAYCATIONS GET  A 
WELCOME BOOST
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ONTARIO
STAYCATION
TAX CREDIT

up to 20% of your eligible Ontario accommodation
exspenses
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MESSAGE  FROM THE  CHAMBER MESSAGE  FROM THE  CHAIR  
OF  THE  BOARDThe Chamber Annual General 

Meeting is happening on April 21, 
2022 at Cobble Beach Golf Retreat 
& Inn.  Our guest speaker is Rocco 
Rossi, CEO of the Ontario Cham-
ber of Commerce.  We are very 
fortunate to have Mr. Rossi agree 
to speak at our Annual meeting 
and I am looking forward to what 
his thoughts are for the future of 
Chambers and small business. 

 This is a time we will say good-
bye to some of our directors and hello to new ones. 

Always at this time of year it is a double-edged sword, sad-
ness for the wonderful people who worked on the Board as 
a Director or in an executive role and are leaving for new 
adventures.  I can not express how much they will be missed. 

The other is excitement for the new directors with their brand 
new ideas and perspectives. I look forward to what they will 
be bringing to our Board. 

I welcome our newest members and thank our loyal members 
for their continuing support for 2022 and it is our hope to 
bring more workshops and seminars and in-person events.  
Let’s say goodbye to Covid restrictions and move forward 
with bigger and better things.

As Chair of the Owen Sound and 
District Chamber of Commerce I 
would like to welcome everyone 
to the first issue of our Outlook 
publication for 2022.

Working through the last two 
years of COVID-19 restrictions 
has been a challenge to the Com-
munities & Small Businesses but 
we remain strong and endeavor 
to focus on the future.

These past two years the small businesses in our community 
have shown strength and resilience especially during the ups 
and downs of lockdowns and restrictions.  Your efforts have 
not gone unnoticed.  Thank you to our community for your 
outstanding support of local businesses during this time. Noth-
ing is stronger than a community that stands together.  

Thank you to the Chamber Board & Administration Office, 
your support, strength & wisdom keeps our local Chamber 
successful. 2022 will be the best year yet!

Warm regards

Marg Benedict 
Chair of Owen Sound & District Chamber of Commerce

brandon@sceniccycle.ca
Life is Short: Take the Scenic Route

New & Used Bicycles
Sales & Service

Skateboards & ScootersParts &Accessories

180 12th St E, Owen Sound

519-546-8625

 Diane Austin CEO

 Marg Benedict Chair



Over the past two years the Kiwanis Club of Owen Sound 
has continued to help strengthen our community when 
it was needed most. Last year alone we donated over 
$150,000 to local organizations who every day improve 
the lives of children and their families. The global 
pandemic reminded us all of our connection to each 
other and the importance of working together to create 
a healthy society. As our journey toward pre-pandemic 
activities continues, we are seeking new members eager 
to �nd a way to help others. If you are interested in 
volunteering with like-minded people in fellowship and 
in good deeds, we are ready for you. To learn more about 
our e�orts in the community, visit our website or join us 
for a meeting. Together we can make a bigger 
di�erence. 

www.kiwanisowensound.com

ANNUAL 
GENERAL
MEETING
Owen Sound & District
Chamber of
Commerce

April 21st, 2022
6 pm

Guest Speaker
Ontario Chamber of

Commerce CEO
Rocco Rossi

Tickets $75 +HST
Reserve online at

www.oschamber.com/events
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NEW MEMBER PROF ILES
R O B  B O T R I E  C O R P O R A T I O N
Providing septic services, maintenance 
and installation in Grey and Bruce 
counties. Keeping safety of the people 
and environment around them a 
major priority using top of the latest 
technology and alternative septic 
systems available, and thrives on the 
challenge of each job’s individual 
requirements. 

Contact 519-794-4141  
rbotriecorp@gmail.com

E D W A R D  J O N E S  K I M  F O L L I S
At Edward Jones, We look at your 
individual needs first so we can 
develop a strategy to help you 
achieve your long-term financial 
goals.  I work with individuals 
and business owners to help them 
achieve their unique goals and 
address their concerns.  Retirement 
savings strategies, estate and legacy 
planning, retirement and succession 
planning for business owners, divorce 
finances, tax strategies, or business 
retirement plans, you can expect 
personalized service and long-term 
investing strategies instead of the latest 
investment fads. 

Contact 226-453-2263 
Kimberly.follis@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.ca/kimberly-follis

S U T T O N  A N D  S O U N D  R E A L I T Y 
J O A N N E  V E E R M A N
Hello! Joanne Veerman here, a Real 
Estate Broker at Sutton Sound Realty 
Inc. Brokerage.  Our office has local 
owners and is situated in beautiful 
downtown Owen Sound, just across 
from the Metro-plaza.  I have 15 years 
of experience as an agent, and I will 
provide you with full-time attentive 
professional real estate services.  I 
have lived in Georgian Bluffs for over 
35 years and enjoy all the amenities 
that the Grey Bruce area has to offer, 
especially the outdoors. Please drop 
in at the office, call, or email me with 
any real estate questions that you may 
have. 

Contact 519-270-2780 
joanne.veerman88@gmail.com  
www.joanneveerman.ca

P R E N T I C E  P L U M B I N G  &  H E A T I N G  L T D
At Prentice Plumbing & Heating Ltd, 
we specialize in sale, service, and 
installation of HVAC, plumbing and 
fireplace products.  With 17 years of 
experience, we handle both residential 
and commercial jobs.  Our technicians 
are fully licensed and insured. We’re 
able to work with gas, as well as 
electric systems. Our aim is complete 
customer satisfaction achieved through 
high-quality, prompt service.  

Contact 519-376-3828 
prenticeplumbing@rogers.com 
www.prenticeplumbingandheating.ca

R O Y A L  L E P A G E  L O C A T I O N S  N O R T H 
P E G G Y  M C I N T O S H
Real Estate is just the start!  Peggy is a 
17-year veteran of selling Real Estate 
in Ontario’s fastest & hottest markets.  
She also belongs to McIntosh Homes 
- a family run home and Commercial 
business that features services in Sand/
glass/walnut shell/baking soda blasting 
& powder coating, Jacob’s Carpentry, 
and Peggy’s painting projects- 
furniture repainting and repurposing! 

Contact 519-577-9555 
pegshouse@gmail.com 
www.peggymcintosh.ca

S P E N C E R  S A F E T Y  S O L U T I O N S 
We believe in helping companies 
be proactive in their approach to 
managing their health and safety 
program. We can assist you with pre-
project planning, ongoing monitoring 
and training to ensure your systems 
work. Our purpose is to create strong 
working relationships with each of 
our clients. Working together with 
our knowledge of health and safety 
legislation and your processes can 
establish the highest possible standard 
of care for your workers and their 
safety. 

Contact 519-720-8276 
jcspencer@live.ca 
www.spencersafetysolutions.ca
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P E T  V A L U
At Pet Valu Owen Sound, we are Pet 
Experts and passionate about pets, as 
pets are part of our families. We pride 
ourselves on offering professional 
expert advice, providing excellent 
customer service and offering high 
quality pet food and supplies. We 
offer self-serve dog washes at unique 
stations where you’ll find everything 
you need to get your pet clean and 
smelling great for only $10.  Find you 
perfect companion, and everything 
you need to help keep them happy 
and healthy from hamsters and rabbits 
to birds, exotics and more Selection 
varies by store. 

Contact 519-376-2828 
pvf2080@petvalu.biz 
https://store.petvalu.ca/
location/2080/

M I 6  A G E N C Y
Mi6 B2B custom programs are 
designed to help your venture create, 
deliver and capture value. They focus 
on two key things: output (marketing 
activities) and outcomes (objectives 
and goals). These programs are 
delivered through the development 
and use of: 1) content and digital 
channels (especially your website), 
2) value exchange, 3) audiences and 
business networks and 4) optimal 
market access. The Mi6 Agency team 
is led by Chris Herbert and Lisa Denis. 

Contact 905-616-8537 
cherbert@mi6agency.com 
www.mi6agency.com

M A P L E  H A V E N  B E D  &  B R E A K F A S T 
Maple Haven Bed & Breakfast is 
located north of Owen Sound, 
near Wiarton, Ontario, Our 51-
acre property in the bluff is fully 
furnished and has a comfortable 
stay for your vacation. Indulge in 
our elegant and star-rated property 
with a non-smoking private room, 
kitchenette, shower, separate door 
room with a pool table, above-ground 
heated pool (summer months only), 
Forest trial paths on the premise, 
continental breakfast, beautiful locales, 
and wooded areas. Free WIFI to 
enjoy your say as you create lasting 
memories. 

Contact 519-447-0027 
maplehavenbnb@gmail.com 
www.maplehavenbnb.com

A S P E C T  H Y G I E N E
I am an experienced medical 
professional putting your dental 
hygiene care first! I am proud to 
provide regulated healthcare services, 
and independent dental hygiene 
experience and a commitment to 
health and wellness. My areas of 
Specialty is ever growing form 
removing built up tartar/calculus, 
plaque removal, stain removal, oral 
cancer screening, teeth whitening, 
periodontal laser therapy, nutritional 
counselling, tobacco cessation, 
surgical referrals, TMJ assessments, 
microscopic bacterial plaque analysis. 
Saliva PH testing and more! I treat 
even the smallest members of the 
family from infancy and beyond. I am 
here for examination, treatment and 
ongoing wellness for the whole family. 

Contact: 226-664-2229 
aspecthygeine@outlook.com 
www.aspecthygiene.ca

M I S K E  P A R A L E G A L
Miske Paralegal Services is a small, 
hometown feel, paralegal firm with the 
goal to provide legal assistance to as 
many people as possible. We specialize 
in Landlord and Tennant Law, Small 
Claims Court, Criminal Summary 
Conviction Offences, Provincial 
Offences, Notary and Process Serving. 
We also offer legal advice and 
weekend/weeknight appointments 
to better assist people. You have legal 
rights. Let us help protect them. 

Contact: 519-945-2988 
jmiske@miskeparalegalservices.com 
www.miskeparalegalservices.com

F L A T O  D E V E L O P M E N T S
Launched in 2005, FLATO 
Developments has introduced a new 
and refreshing spirit to community 
building across southern Ontario. The 
homebuilder has quickly established 
a reputation for paying meticulous 
attention to the finest details, 
whether it be how to seamlessly 
integrate a new neighbourhood into 
the existing community fabric, to 
offering distinctive architecture and 
design flourishes, and going above 
and beyond to ensure 100-per-
cent customer satisfaction. It’s an 
impressive reputation, and one the 
company strives to exceed with every 
new community-building initiative.

Contact: 416-455-5348 
arudyk@getproof.com 
www.flatogroup.com
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LOW ENERGY?  
WEIGHT GAIN? 

SLEEP ISSUES?  
IMPROPERLY FUNCTIONING  

IMMUNE SYSTEM?
NEED A PLAN FOR  

FOOD+LIFESTYLE CHANGE?

Winnifred Walcott,  
H.C., AADP,
Board Certified  
Holistic Health  
Practitioner

221 8TH STREET EAST, OWEN SOUND  226.664.0407

 
VISIT US AT OWENSOUNDWELLNESS.COM

CONTACT HEALTH COACH WINNIE FOR  
A FREE 30 MINUTE HEALTH CONSULTATION

• Body Composition
• Stem Cell Patches

• Frequency Tuning
• Epigenetic Hair Profile 

PLUS MORE!

WE USE THE BEST  
IN TECHNOLOGY

JUST SAYING 
b y  D a v e  C a r r

Everything’s Right Here! 

Later this year, I’ll observe the 50th anniversary of my arrival 
in Owen Sound. I came here for my first job offer, but the fact 
is, I had no idea what awaited me, What I’m mostly referring 
to here (badly I confess), is that I’d never been to Owen Sound 
before, had hardly heard of it. Making  a commitment up here 
was a truly tentative testing the waters with only my toes.  
But in the interval, Oh! what I found here! Everything is here.

Culturally what more could a person ask from a small city like 
this is, where this is. Music, arts, literature, drama, dance – 
we have it all! Me, I start with one of the most celebrated and 
respected public libraries in the province. And 50 years on, I 
just can’t keep up with the innovations and services delivered 
by The Library. Nor have I yet fully embraced The Tom, our 
public art gallery from an esteemed permanent collection to 
fresh and compelling exhibitions along with programs beck-
oning every artist of every age, seemingly every day!

The Roxy Theatre may seem like just a physical showplace 
on 9th Street to a visitor, but to us the name shouts so much 
more: a vibrant, active, deep, award-winning community of 
artistically professional people both trodding the boards and 
maintaining them. Who has theatre like Owen Sound? To 
paraphrase a business catch-line, “Noooooobody!”

Who arrives here knowing we have a symphony orchestra? I 
didn’t for the longest time, but that may be because it arrived 
the same year I did. I can only direct you to the symphony’s 
website and its “About” page for reminders of everything from 
local performance, to Toller Cranston, to the Moscow Sym-
phony. But really, if you’re reading this, I suspect you know at 

least one person who plays or has played in the Georgian Bay 
Symphony. I’ll also bet you know someone in a choir!

Through the years, we’ve had and have mural art; public 
sculpture and more; we have a Poet Laureate. When I came 
here, Owen Sound was producing dancers who competed and 
won on the world stage. Today, they teach the following gen-
erations. We have recording studios producing the music of 
local musicians who also perform on the world stage. Pretty 
much every year you can visit any corner of this country, or 
England, or Germany or wherever and know that an Owen 
Sound resident musician has played there or is on their way.  
The best part is, they love playing right here at home.

And of course, we have all the commercial artists of every 
fabric whose work simply makes this a beautiful place, and 
us beautiful people (even when we maybe don’t feel like it …)

Our collective artistic blessing is that we are not really near 
anything or anybody else. The TSO is not just down the street. 
Massey Hall is not just around the corner. We start by enter-
taining ourselves, and what has happened in my 50 years here 
is that the music, the art, the drama, the spoken and printed 
word ... it has all come home to Owen Sound.  And it truly is 
an arts collective: Everything is here!



LiveCobbleBeach.com • 226.664.0064Luxury designs with quality builds, we’ve got it.
BOOK A SITE TOUR TODAY

FIREFIREYOURYOUR

@MoonfireSaubleBeach
Main St. Intersection

329 Main St.            519-422-0101

@MoonfireOwenSound
Metro Plaza Downtown

1050 2nd Ave E       226-664-0155

FINDFIND   

VOTED THE TOP CANNABIS
STORE IN GREY COUNTY!

Moonfire Cannabis Owen Sound and Sauble Beach
Independently owned by staff, both locations feature

thoughtfully-designed water-front shops with convenient
and easy parking lots. Stop in and indulge in a comfortable
and friendly retail environment where you can browse the

menu on our iPads, check out what’s playing on our feature
television, or just chat with a friendly staff member.

Community is key at Moonfire and we'd love to get to know
you!

Own a small business in town? We look for ways we can
help promote and build locally-owned businesses in town
as a part of our core values and mission. Please reach out

to us via email at: MoonfireOwenSound@gmail.com

THE FIRST AND ONLY LICENSED RECREATIONAL
CANNABIS STORE IN SAUBLE BEACH!

WWW.MOONFIRECANNABIS.CA
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
April 21, Cobble Beach at 6 pm

May 6, Best Western 12 pm

21

06

12

UPCOMING
CHAMBER
EVENTS

MAYOR LUNCHEON

ALL CANDIDATES MEETING

May 12, Harmony Centre 7 pm

Check out www.oschamber.com/event for more details

GET IN TOUCH

1051 2nd Ave. East
Suite 226
Owen Sound, ON N4K 6K6
519-376-6261
info@oschamber.com
www.oschamber.com

GROW YOUR
BUSINESS

WITH US!

YOUR STRATEGIC PARTNER
Only the Owen Sound & District Chamber of Commerce 
provides unique partnership opportunities to reach 400+ 
managers, owners and local business entrepreneurs by 
using multi-messaging platforms.
The Chamber targets the audience you most want to reach 
– partnering is a smart, simple and cost-effective way 
to build awareness, attract new clients or customers and 
stimulate sales.
Partnering with the Chamber enhances your credibility, 
reputation and visibility as a leader in the community.
 Networking & social activities
 Educational seminars and training
 Promotional services
 Member affinity programs
 Achievement recognition
 Business advocacy
 Group health benefits 


