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The Salvation Army’s food bank and the Owen Sound and 
Inter Township firefighters toy drive unite the community.

C H R I S T M A S  T O Y S

Year-round giving is crucial to address the ongoing needs and 
sustain charitable efforts.

M E E T I N G  Y E A R - R O U N D  N E E D S
Supporting Women’s Centre improves gender equality, 
provides vital resources, and fosters empowerment.

H O W  T O  H E L P  W O M E N ,  C H I L D R E N 

G E O R G I A N  B L U F F S  M A Y O R  M E S S A G E 
Mayor of Georgian Bluffs commends local business 
community for their role during the holiday season.



Chamber members, 
we have the eyewear 
you're looking for!
Plus Chamber members enjoy 
exclusive benefits like $150 
towards prescription eyewear!
Come see us! We have an 
amazing frame selection.

1969 16th Street East – 519.376.4242

Peter Boulter CA, CPA 
David Robbins CA, CGA 
Terry King CA, CPA, CFP

 
887 Third Avenue East, Suite 102, P.O. Box 681, Owen Sound, Ontario N4K 5R4 

 

• Personal, Small Business, Farm, and 
Corporate Tax 

• Accounting and Auditing 
• Bookkeeping, Payroll, HST Services 
• Financial Advice and Estate Planning 

 
 

 

Contact Us: 
519-371-1611 info@tk.on.ca 
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C O N T E N T S

During the giving season, local businesses showcase 
our community’s unmatched spirit of generosity. 
Their commitment to making a difference exemplifies 
the heartwarming unity the defines us as the best at 
giving.

J U S T  S A Y I N G :
T H E  G I V I N G  S E A S O N 

Page 24
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O U T L O O K

Look whose joined us! Read up on the new members 
of the Chamber.

N E W  M E M B E R S
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Cover photo 
Inter-township Fire Department toy drive.
Photo credit: Candra Schank Photography

The Salvation Army’s food bank and the Owen 
Sound and Inter Township firefighters toy drive 
unite the community in a spirit of giving. Together, 
they provide joy and much needed relief during the 
holiday season.

C H R I S T M A S  T O Y S  A N D  S O 
M U C H  M O R E 

Page 5

Supporting Women’s Centre improves gender 
equality, provides vital resources, and fosters 
empowerment. By offering safe spaces, counseling, 
and education, women can thrive, contributing to 
more inclusive, resilient communities.

H O W  T O  H E L P  W O M E N , 
C H I L D R E N  I N  G R E Y  B R U C E 

Page 17

Year-round giving is crucial to address the ongoing 
needs and sustain charitable efforts. It ensures a 
consistent impact on various causes, fostering lasting 
change and supporting those in need beyond 
seasonal peaks.

M E E T I N G  Y E A R - R O U N D 
N E E D S :  T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F 
C O N S I S T E N T  C H A R I T A B L E  G I V I N G 

Page 11

Mayor of Georgian Bluffs commends local business 
community for their role during the holiday season. 
Their generosity and support enhance the joy and 
vitality of our community.

G E O R G I A N  B L U F F S  
M A Y O R  M E S S A G E 

Page 20



Chance to Reboot & Recharge

Care for New Moms

www.care-services.ca

RESPITE CARE

Caregiver Relief

CONTACT US

226.923.0624

owner@woodleycareservices.com

Jeremy Woodley
Owner/Operator

nicolinsurance.com 

Jaclyn Gostick
Account Executive

Commercial/Group Benefits
jgostick@nicolinsurance.com

You’re part of the Chamber. Your local business qualifies!

Chambers of Commerce 
Group Insurance Plan

Learn more about Canada’s #1 employee health and dental 
bene�ts plan for small businesses.

519-376-5350 #406

Become a Preferred Business member and your     
business will be eligible for Preferred pricing online 
and in store, exclusive offers plus a host of Small 
Business-friendly benefits designed to help you 
grow. 

Call 519-372-2228 in to the store to sign up today. 

1077 10th Street West, 
Owen Sound, N4K 5S2 

FALLS 

WALTER’S FALLS ONTARIO

INN & SPA

The

thefallsinn.com

For business lunches, 
conferences and team 
building retreats.  

Contact Meg at 
mhallman@thefallsinn.com
519.794.4388
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viduals and families with gently used, low cost clothing and 
household items. Although proceeds from the sale of goods are 
modest, they help fund the Army’s many local social programs. 
The Shop also provides items free of charge to those people 
who have been referred by community social programs and  
agencies.

Unfortunately, demand is soaring! The current financial quag-
mire with high interest rates and skyrocketing food prices 
translates into rapidly growing need for many of these com-
munity services. In August of this year The Salvation Army’s 
Family Services and Foodbank helped more than 1,000 local 
individuals and families. “That’s 42 % higher than one year ear-
lier and there’s no sign of abatement any time soon,” says Alice 
Wannan, Community and Family Services Manager. “Some 
families who were once donors are now clients.”

CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE

At Christmastime The Salvation Army goes into overdrive. 
Their Christmas assistance is flexible to accommodate the par-
ticular needs of a wide range of individuals and families who 
have been accepted for eligibility through a dignified, non-in-
trusive application process. Benefit choices include gift cer-
tificates, food hampers, toys for children up to age 16, and a 
Christmas Day meal for those who will be alone.

TOY DRIVE COLLABORATION

Along with their omnipresent cheerful donation kettles (please 
donate generously), perhaps The Salvation Army Christ-
mas activity with the highest local community profile is the 
area-wide Toy Drive which is conducted in partnership with 
the Owen Sound Professional Firefighters (OSPF) and the 
Inter-Township Fire Department (ITFD). And the 2023 ver-
sion is well underway! As the result of this collaboration each 
eligible local child up to 16 years of age will receive a gift which 
is selected according to their expressed preferences. “That’s 
straightforward for most younger children but more chal-
lenging for teens whose interests and needs go beyond toys to 
include personal or high-tech items” says Alice Wannan, “but 
we do our best to be both sensitive and creative”. Appoint-
ments for gift pick-up from The Salvation Army are arranged 
when a family Christmas application has been accepted. 

The Christmas season is complicated. It’s a time of peace and 
joy for most residents of Bruce and Grey Counties but a source 
of added stress and loneliness for too many others. Happily, 
through the generous support of many individuals, businesses, 
and community groups, The Salvation Army enhances the 
comfort and reduces the anxiety of a growing number of vul-
nerable Grey Bruce residents during this contradictory season. 
Where would we be without their selfless leadership - espe-
cially at Christmas time but indeed throughout the year? 

Many individuals could be wishing for a Christmas that isn’t 
blue rather than dreaming of a White Christmas. The Salva-
tion Army helps ease that pain. 

The Salvation Army, which has been actively engaged in our 
community since 1884, is an international Christian church 
which is even-handed in their support of whoever in our 
community needs assistance, whatever their beliefs and back-
grounds. Their year-round social service activities encompass 
hunger relief for individuals and families through food banks 
and feeding programs; shelter for people experiencing home-
lessness and support for those needing housing; rehabilitation 
for those struggling with addiction; long-term care and pallia-
tive care; after-school programs, camps, and school nutrition 
programs for children and youth; and life-skills classes such as 
budgeting, cooking for a family, and anger management. 

Among many low-profile but high-impact initiatives consider 
the positive example of The Salvation Army’s longstanding 
Thrift Shop. For more than 40 years it has provided indi-

continued on page 7

CHRISTMAS TOYS – AND SO  MUCH MORE!

Alice Wannan Salvation Army



Support Local Journalism!
Don’t let others regulate what you see.
Bookmark bayshorebroadcasting.ca to make sure
you always have a direct connection to your trusted
source for local news and information.

NEWS CENTRE
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C H R I S T M A S  T O Y S  -  c o n t i n u e d
OWEN SOUND PROFESSIONAL FIRE FIGHTERS 

Firefighters give to their communities every single day they are 
on the job and even when they aren’t. “Community service is 
what we’re all about, and just not in fighting and preventing 
fires,” says Doug McEwen, Fire Prevention Inspector, who 
heads up the participation of the Owen Sound Professional 
Firefighters in this year’s Toy Drive. “We’re proud of our long-
standing involvement in the Toy Drive and of our many other 
community engagements like recently showcasing our won-
derful local female hockey players and supporting many youth 
teams. Our Toy Drive partnership with the Salvation Army 
over more than 30 years grew out firefighters repairing and 
refurbishing worn-down bikes for local kids.” 

The firefighters collect toys from 20 donation boxes situated 
across the City. Added to these are toys collected at the Santa 
Claus Parade, and those dropped off at the 3rd Avenue Fire 
Hall or the 14th Street location of the Salvation Army. Mon-
etary donations from caring individuals and corporations are 
used to purchase gifts that have been requested but not donated 
and to obtain gift certificates for those hard to buy for children 
and teens. 

Sorting toys, matching lists provided by The Salvation Army, 
and filling gaps are an integral part of the firefighters’ frenetic 
process so that they are ready to distribute gifts in the third 
week of December. “All 31 staff members role up their sleeves” 
says Doug. A huge step forward this year is the generous con-
tribution by the Heritage Mall of permanent space for the 
establishment of ‘Toy Box Headquarters’. This attractive space, 
colourfully decorated by Gabe Nowak of Have1.com, will be a 
focal point for the community outreach of the Salvation Army, 
the OSPF and the ITFD for years to come. 

Like the Salvation Army and the ITFD, the OSPF are greatly 
appreciative of each and every one of the countless individuals, 
organizations and corporations that contribute and collaborate 
to make the Toy Drive a success. This year Doug McEwen 
gives particular shoutouts to the Harshman family, their Tim’s 
franchises, and the Owen Sound Attack for sponsoring fun, 
creative ‘puck tosses’ with proceeds dedicated to the Toy Drive. 

INTER-TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Inter-Township Fire Department (ITFD) is a unique 
partnership between the Township of Georgian Bluffs and the 
Municipality of Meaford which provides fire suppression and 
prevention services to the southern end of the Township of 
Georgian Bluffs and the western region of the Municipality of 
Meaford. Its 42 firefighters, most of whom are volounteers, 
consistently demonstrate their outstanding dedication to their 
communities both in fighting and preventing fires and in a 
variety of community outreach activities such as participating 
actively annually for over 30 years in The Salvation Army’s Toy 
Drive. “It’s all about serving people” says volounteer firefighter 
Kelsey Waymouth, the 2023 team leader who coordinates the 
ITFD’s toy collection and distribution activities. The kick-off 
of their campaign was the well-attended ITFD breakfast and 
raffle (minimum $15 contribution) for children that took place 
on October 1st. All proceeds from the fun event are used to 
purchase toys for the Toy Drive or to send local burn survivors 
between the ages of 7 to 17 to Camp BUCKO (Burn Camp for 
Kids in Ontario), an inspiring initiative. “It’s heartwarming to 
see so many individuals and companies across our large region 
contribute to the ITFD and The Salvation Army financially 
and with toy donations to support our children at this special 
but challenging time of the year,” added Kelsey. 

Like their OSPF counterparts, the ITFD volunteers start with 
a list of kids and their Christmas gift preferences obtained 
from The Salvation Army. They then do their best to meet 
these needs based on donated toys or by shopping for those 
items which haven’t been donated in area-wide collection or 
by direct contribution at the Santa Clause Parade or the ITFD’s 
Fire Hall on 12th St. W. in Owen Sound.

To receive Christmas Assistance, individuals and families are 
encouraged to complete an application by visiting The Salva-
tion Army’s Community Family Services at 365 14th St. W. 
For further information or to arrange a Christmas Day dinner 
please call 519-371-0957. 



EM ERG EN Cy + Canadian Training 
Red Cross Partner 

FIRST AID TRAINING 
Emergency First Aid Training (EFAT) as a Red Cross 
training partner, has provided first aid training to 
individuals, businesses and fire departments 
throughout the area. EFAT knows that emergencies 
can happen at any time, and they are proud to teach 
the lifesaving skills necessary to respond quickly and 
with confidence. 
Mike Molloy 519-477-5392 mmolloy@ctdfibre.ca 
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Michael A.G. Forcier

712 2nd Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON  
N4K 2H1

GREY BRUCE LAW

Phone: 519-372-0722

mike@greybrucelaw.ca
Fax: 519-371-7764

B.A. , LL.B.

Barrister & Solicitor

• Carpet Cleaning
• Wet Look Floors call Ken King

519-375-5321
advanceservice@xplornet.ca

BOOK A SITE TOUR

NOW SELLING THE GROVE TOWNHOMES!
Starting at $669,900

Each unit features a main fl oor primary suite with ensuite, gourmet kitchen with
granite countertops, 9’ ceiling and a full unfi nished basement.

End Units: 1,215 sq. ft. | 2 bed, 2 bath | double car garage

Interior Units: 1,213 sq. ft. | 2 bed, 2 bath | single car garage LiveCobbleBeach.com

Rendering’s are artist’s concept only.

qwik
print
great results in record time

519-371-5955 - qwikprint.ca
now we are one

full range of Print & Promotional products

1240 2nd Avenue East, Owen Sound, ON  N4K 2J3
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Canada has been a leader in the global supply of isotopes for 
several decades. A significant portion of Canada’s isotope 
supply comes from Ontario, where Bruce Power provides 
reliable access to vital isotopes used in various diagnostic and 
therapeutic applications in modern medicine. In addition to 
producing and irradiating different isotopes, Ontario is home 
to a diverse network of companies and organizations with 
specialized equipment and goods to support the processing, 
transportation, and handling of isotopes. 

As Canada expands its international leadership, isotope com-
munities like Southwestern Ontario must explore new ways 
to promote collaboration. 

Formed in June 2023, the Southwestern Ontario Isotope 
Coalition is a partnership between regional leaders, including 
the City of Owen Sound and the Nuclear Innovation Insti-
tute (NII), in collaboration with the Canadian Nuclear Iso-
tope Council (CNIC). The Coalition was formed to support 
a national vision to increase Canada’s role in medical isotope 
research, development, and production.

This pivotal partnership, deeply rooted in vision and com-
mitment, positions the Coalition as a catalyst for regional 
collaboration that propels Southwestern Ontario to the fore-
front of global isotope research.

Through its activities, the Coalition aims to unite Southwest-
ern Ontario’s isotope community and foster future opportu-
nities to leverage the region’s many strengths. To achieve this, 
the Coalition will develop a strategic plan to support expan-
sion in the area, increase local awareness of Southwestern 
Ontario’s role in Canada’s isotope ecosystem, facilitate future 
public and private investment, and explore ways to grow the 
region’s global supply.

As a hub of isotope production, the region is crucial in 
advancing research, fostering economic opportunities, and 
elevating Southwestern Ontario’s collective standing on the 
global stage. 

Owen Sound’s dedication to this vision is instrumental in 
setting the tone for a future where regional collaboration is 
the linchpin of economic progress and transformative con-
tributions to global healthcare. Isotope production, viewed 
through the lens of collaboration, becomes not just an indus-
try endeavour but a shared mission with far-reaching impli-
cations for the entire region.

Together, as we unleash the potential of isotope innovation, 
we also cultivate a legacy of robust regional collaboration that 
resonates far beyond the confines of Southwestern Ontario.

E X P E R T  C O L U M N 
U N L E A S H I N G  P O T E N T I A L :  O W E N  S O U N D ’ S  F O U N D I N G  R O L E  I N  T H E  G L O B A L  I S O T O P E  I N N O V AT I O N

SPONSORED CONTENT
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Gently used clothing 
Housewares/hardware

Furniture, books/cds, dvds
SILENT AUCTION

1698 18th Ave. East, Owen Sound - 519 416 7780
owen_sound@missionthriftstore.com

Proceeds from Mission Thrift
Store go to Bible League Canada

THE STORE THAT SUPPORTS 14 DIFFERENT
OWEN SOUND ORGANIZATIONS 

Mary Anderson - Manager
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The senior smiled broadly at me as he angled his walker towards 
our table. Picking up the roll of toilet paper, he quipped “I need 
this now that I’m camping”. While the day was warm, and 
the sun was shining I felt cold. “I’m sorry what?” I blurted in 
response. “My landlord wanted my apartment back, couldn’t 
afford anything that was available, so I got a tent,” he explained. 
I hustled him over to the Housing table, hoping they could at 
least get him into the Short-term Shelter program, to give him 
a real bed to sleep on, while trying to find a place for him to 
live, that wasn’t a tent, hidden in a copse of trees.

There’s often a huge gap between the resources a person has, 
the resources provided by the various levels of government and 
a person’s basic needs, a gap that is filled a multitude of local 
charitable and non-profit groups.

Bruce Grey is home to 22 food banks, numerous food cup-
boards, community gardens, daily and weekly hot meal pro-
grams, and many thrift stores that both raise money for these 
programs as well as provide items at no cost to those in need. 
There are mental health programs lurching from grant to 
grant, homelessness programs are expected to fill the needs of 
those experiencing the housing crisis firsthand. 

In Canada, the charitable sector is 17% of the GDP, which is 
bigger than, real estate, manufacturing, mining and the finance 
and construction sectors. Thousands of employees and volun-
teers all working together to improve our society. 

The Ontario Non-profit Network (ONN) conducted a sector- 
wide study in the summer of 2023.

Trends over four years reveal:

•  Demand for nonprofit services is at an all time high over the 
four-year period of ONN surveying and has grown 29% since 
2020.

•  Nonprofit financial situations are on a downward spiral. 

•  Two thirds of the sector is facing staffing challenges, specifi-
cally around recruitment and retention.

MEET ING YEAR-ROUND NEEDS:  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF 
CONSISTENT CHARITABLE  G IV ING

continued on page 13



Located on the
Sunset Strip

www.owensoundhonda.on.ca

519-371-4040

COME VISIT US TODAY!

Locally owned & operated just outside of Allenford 

COPIERS   PRINTERS   MULTIFUNCTIONALS 
SHREDDERS     ID BADGE PRINTERS 

KEITH & JANET ROBINSON 
1-888-364-1963    www.midwcom.com 

Keith ext. 102          Janet ext. 104 
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•  Nonprofit closure reports have increased, now sitting at 35% 
of organizations reporting that they know of another similar 
nonprofit closing. 

•  Over the four-year period, only half the sector has reported 
marginal increases in revenue, while 90% this year have 
reported an increase in expenditures.

•  More than other sectors and industries, nonprofits are at 
the whims of our context. For nonprofits, community crises 
translate into increase in demand for services usually without 
additional support, and broader economic uncertainty and 
austerity means declining donations and government fund-
ing.

The charitable sector’s data reveals a slowing of donations in 
the sector. CanadaHelps’ The Giving Report 2023 reported the 
overall percentage of people who donated to charities dropped 
to 28 per cent from 36 per cent between 2010 and 2022 amongst 
individual households. 

When I reviewed the United Way’s Canada Helps data, the 
number of donors is UP in 2023 compared to 2022, BUT the 
average donation is down significantly dropping from $102 to 
$75. While the donors are still supporting, they cannot sup-
port at the same level. Donors are being hit by this economy. 
Donors have become service users too.

I know our partners across the region are seeing the same thing.

Locally we are seeing demand for services still increasing 
beyond the needs at the height of the pandemic. For most orga-
nizations supporting people, need never dropped back down to 
pre-pandemic levels. 

The challenge with that is all the pandemic government fund-
ing is gone, and donors are also struggling with the increased 
cost of living, so donations are down across the sector. 

Support is there, but as soon as donations come in, they go 
right back out to do the work that’s needed.

The holiday season is a traditional season of giving. There are 
many ways to support your local charities and the people they 
serve. Honestly, the best way to help is with a financial dona-
tion. Most charities have well-developed supply chains and can 
stretch a dollar from Tobermory to Dundalk!

So don’t wait until December to make that charitable contri-
bution. Your help is needed now. If you’re not sure where to 
place your donor dollars, give 211 a call and ask what services 
are in your community. It goes without saying, a United Way 
donation spreads throughout the region with 100% of the pop-
ulation able to touch a United Way funded program. 

The United Way and the Community Foundation can both 
process donations of securities as well. Check with your finan-
cial planner on the best way to maximize the tax implications 
of your charitable giving…just don’t leave it until 11 pm New 
Years Eve. 

Francesca

Francesca Dobbyn is the  
Executive Director of the  
United Way of Bruce Grey

M E E T I N G  Y E A R - R O U N D  N E E D S  -  c o n t i n u e d

Kia of Owen Sound
519-371-4447  |  www.kiaowensound.ca

Follow us to learn more.

• Powertrain
• Roadside Assistance
• Comprehensive
• 100% Transferable


 Mobility Assistance
 Grad Rebate

5 YE
A

R

100,000 KM

WARRANTY

Starting at 

KIA EV6
Applicable IZEV 
Rebates Available

+ HST & LIC

$58,844
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CHAMBER OF  COMMERCE  GOLF  TOURNAMENT

Benedict Electrical team: Wayne Benedict, Mary Ann Matheson,  

Stephen Benedict, Adam Coutts 

Enbridge Gas team: Derek Cunningham, Garret Townsend, Shawn Artt,  

Joel Stewardson

BNI hole sponsor: Jessie Miske, Miguel Cardenas Nicol Insurance team: Tricia Wright, Mike Sarvis, Sound Life Solutions Kacie 

Linn, Jen Kropf

BDO team: Kyle Robinson, Robin Sanders, Nate Richardson, Chris Illman City of Owen Sound team: Michelle Palmer, Aidan Ware, Lara Widdifield, 

Tim Simmonds
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CHAMBER OF  COMMERCE  GOLF  TOURNAMENT

City Council Owen Sound: Deputy Mayor Scott Grieg, Mayor Ian Boddy, 

Councilor Travis Dodd, Councilor Brock Hamley

Scotiabank team- Paul White, Will Graham, Rhonda White, Bill Graham

Good Things hole sponsor: Gord Roedger, Nick Bogias Shankar Law team: Vicky Hicks, Crystal Bell, Melanie Turner, Lori Houston

Nicol Insurance team: Michelle Van Essen, Matt Brown, Marlene Bell,  

Luke McConnell

BDC hole sponsor: Merry Bounpraseuth, Kara LaBlance 
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5 Reason to
Shop Local this
Holiday Season

 Helps Support Your Local Community

You Help Create Local Jobs

You are investing in Local
Entrepreneurship

Local Shops Offer a Truly Personal
Touch

You Get Access to Truly Unique Gifts
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SNEAK PEAK- YOUR BUSINESS BUDDY
NAVIGATING THE TERRAIN: UNVEILING THE CHALLENGES 
FACED BY SMALL BUSINESSES AND STRATEGIES FOR 
SUCCESS

Small businesses are the backbone of any economy, but they 
often face many challenges that can hinder their growth and 
success. From limited resources to intense competition, small 
business owners must navigate a complex landscape to thrive 
in their respective industries. 

One of the most significant struggles that small businesses face 
is access to capital. Without sufficient funding, businesses may 
not be able to invest in new equipment or technology, expand 
their product lines, or hire additional staff. This can limit their 
ability to compete with larger corporations, which often have 
more resources at their disposal. 

Another challenge that small business owners face is navigat-
ing the ever-changing landscape of marketing and advertising. 

With so many digital channels available, it can be challenging 
for small businesses to know where to focus their efforts to 
reach their target audience effectively. 

Despite these challenges, there are many strategies that small 
businesses can use to overcome these hurdles and achieve suc-
cess. In today’s fast-paced and interconnected business world, 
networking has become an indispensable tool for professionals 
looking to expand their horizons and open doors to new oppor-
tunities. One such avenue for effective business networking is 
through your very own Chamber of Commerce, as you know 
we are a community-based organization that brings together 
businesses of all size to foster growth and collaboration. In 
this blog we will explore the importance and benefits of par-
ticipating in our business networking event, offering valuable 
insights into how these events propel your business forward…

Scan the QR code below to read more. 

The Owen Sound & District Chamber
of Commerce will be adding a series

of blogs to their website. Sharing
insights on the challenges and

triumphs within the business world.

Scan the QR code to find out more



Rachel Desmarais

rachel@dfs�nancial.ca

345 8th St. E. Suite 208
Owen Sound, ON, N4K 1L3

desmaraisfinancial.com

519-416-1600
Financial Planner
CFP, EPC, CHS, CLU, CEA

sound advice for over 25 years

Annuities are financial tool that pro-
vide a steady income stream. With 
increasing life expectancy and uncer-
tain market conditions, annuities 
offer peace of mind and financial 
security for a specified period or for 
the rest of one’s life. They are com-
monly used as a retirement savings 
tool. With an annuity, you make a 
lump sum payment or regular contri-
butions to an insurance company or 

financial institution. In return, you receive regular payments 
in the future.

There are two main types of annuities: immediate and 
deferred. Immediate annuities start paying out immediately 
after you make a lump sum payment, while deferred annuities 
accumulate value over time and begin paying out at a later 
date.

One of the key benefits of annuities is their ability to provide 
a guaranteed income stream, which can be especially valu-
able in retirement. This can help ensure a stable income for 
individuals who may have limited retirement savings or are 
concerned about outliving their money.

Another advantage of annuities is their tax-deferred growth. 
While you contribute to an annuity, any earnings or interest 
are not subject to taxes until you start receiving payments. 
This allows your investment to potentially grow at a faster 
rate compared to taxable accounts.

Furthermore, annuities offer various payout options to suit 
individual preferences. You can choose to receive payments 
for a specific number of years, for the rest of your life, or for 
the joint lives of you and your spouse. Additionally, some 
annuities offer features such as inflation protection or the 
ability to leave a legacy for your beneficiaries.

However, annuities also have some drawbacks. They can be 
complex financial products with fees and charges that can eat 
into your returns. Additionally, annuities typically have lim-
ited liquidity, meaning it may be difficult to access your funds 
without incurring penalties or surrender charges.

Before considering an annuity, it’s important to carefully 
assess your financial goals, risk tolerance, and other available 
retirement savings options. With inflation and the rising cost 
of living, annuities keep your income secure from both mar-
ket risk and interest rates.

Annuities can be a valuable retirement savings tool, provid-
ing a guaranteed income stream and tax advantages. How-
ever, they also come with potential drawbacks and should be 
carefully evaluated before making a decision. 

Find out if an annuity is right for you by consulting your 
financial advisor. Rachel can help you determine if an annuity 
is suitable for your specific circumstances. 

Call 519-416-1600.

E X P E R T  C O L U M N  A N N U I T I E S ?  C A N  T H E Y  F U N D  Y O U R  R E T I R E M E N T ?
SPONSORED CONTENT
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In 1981, a Grassroots initiative to identify the need for a wom-
en’s shelter in Owen Sound began. 41 years later, the charity 
has grown in services and supports exponentially. There are 
three physical locations, including the Emergency Violence 
Against Women Shelter, a 20-bed shelter for women, and 
their children, to seek refuge when fleeing abusive living sit-
uations; the Second Stage Residential Housing Program, a 
geared-to-income housing program available for women, and 
their children, who have left abusive relationships and want to 
hone valuable life skills, build their finances, and begin build-
ing safe and sustainable lives free from violence and abuse; 
and the Anti-Human Trafficking Program for Youth (AHT), a 
youth house for 15 to 18 year olds at-risk of, and survivors of, 
human-trafficking, to focus on prevention, healing, recovery, 
stabilization and reintegration.

 TWC has also built outstanding community outreach services 
and supports that include a court support program, for help 
navigating family or criminal law or sexual assault trials; clinical 
counselling; transitional housing support; a 24/7 crisis hotline; 
safety planning; and support for children who have experi-
enced or witness violence in their homes. We are also one of a 
few shelters in Ontario that is 100% pet friendly because 71% 
of pet-owning women entering women’s shelters reported that 
their batterer had injured, maimed, killed or threatened family 
pets for revenge or to psychologically control victims.

Every year the holidays brings communities together to sup-
port those in need. TWC has been fortunate to receive many 
donations of brand new, never used items needed year-round 
like bedding, pajamas and toiletries. This year, TWC has part-
nered with a local artist to create an exclusive line of socks per-
fect as a stocking stuffer, making it easier for you to purchase 
a gift that gives back. To donate to TWC this year, purchase 
an exclusive pair of socks, or learn more, visit www.thewom-
enscentre.org or email donations@thewomenscentre.org For 
charities like The Women’s Centre, a little holiday cheer goes 
a long way.

 

Over the past three years, women, children, and youth have 
been victims of violence and abuse more than ever before. The 
COVID-19 pandemic caused a ripple effect of survivors escap-
ing dangerous situations, since many were trapped at home 
with their abusers, or pushed to other unsafe living situations 
due to pandemic restrictions and shutdowns. Since then, wom-
en’s shelters have continued to see an increase in women, their 
children, and youth requiring support.

According to Statistics Canada, on any given night 3,491 
women and their 2,724 children sleep in shelters because it 
isn’t safe at home, 78% of which sought shelter because of gen-
der-based violence. Approximately one woman or girl is killed 
every 48 hours in Canada, and in rural and remote locations 
there is an increased risk, and subsequent need, for awareness 
and services to address these heartbreaking statistics.

The Women’s Centre Grey Bruce (TWC) is a local charity that 
prides itself on being a safer place for women, children, and 
youth. They’re innovative, caring leaders in providing secure 
shelter, crisis intervention, safety planning, counselling, and 
transition services for women, children, and youth affected by 
abuse in Grey and Bruce County.

HOW TO  HELP  WOMEN,  CH ILDREN,  AND YOUTH  
BUILD  SAFE  AND SUSTAINABLE  L IVES  IN  GREY  AND BRUCE  YEAR-ROUND



519-379-3249

Ashlee Cunningham
Your local mortgage expert

Book your appointment today!
ashlee@yourmortgagestore.ca

brokerage no. 12728

make your home-ownership dreams come true!

Purchase    *    renewal    *    debt consolidation

Mortgage agent level 2

ashleecunningham.ca
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Join the Chamber!
Discover the benefits of membership and connect
with local businesses.



Happy Holidays
Owen Sound & District 

Chamber of Commerce
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MESSAGE  FROM THE  CHAIR  OF  THE  BOARD
When I think about Owen Sound 
as a City, I think about how strong 
we are as a Community. I remember 
many examples both recent and past 
where we’ve come together in sup-
port. This doesn’t just refer to Not-
for-Profit organizations and char-
ities, but local business and citizens 
alike answering the call time and 
time again. This truly is a wonder-
ful Community to be part of and we 
should all be very proud!

In regards to the upcoming Holiday Season and the long win-
ter ahead, I find myself wondering what I can do to contrib-
ute. There are the usual outlets around the Holidays to donate 
money, gifts and clothing which, I believe, we are great at 
doing. There are also countless opportunities to volunteer: 
sorting donations, helping prepare meals, offering transporta-
tion to medical appointments just to name a few; but what else 
can I do as one person to help ensure Owen Sound remains A 
Great Place to Live?

It starts with shopping locally. Google says that by purchasing 
locally, you invest in your Community, both economically and 
socially; helping create jobs for friends and neighbours while 

contributing to public infrastructure improvement. There is 
more to it than that. I do really like the last part about investing 
in your Community, especially since it is said that $68 of every 
$100 spent locally stays in the Community. This area could 
really benefit from this kind of investment right now.

One of the best things about going out to shop is, it presents 
an opportunity to spend time with another person. Make an 
event of it with a friend, family member or partner and enjoy 
this beautiful area we call “Home”. A rich artisan culture within 
the Owen Sound area opens the door to great experiences! We 
have many unique shops offering specialized and one-of-a-
kind items that you just can’t find on-line. There are also many 
marvelous and diverse dining venues to heighten your shop-
ping experience. Why not plan your outing around an event 
or production to really enhance your time spent? It is such an 
amazing opportunity, all right here in the Owen Sound area! 

We all love this Community and want the best for our neigh-
bours, friends and family. Doing our part can be fun, educa-
tional and, most important, good for our soul. So, please, try to 
make as many local purchases as you can when shopping, now 
as well as in the future. You’ll be helping make a difference in 
your community while enjoying the time spent.

Wishing you all a safe, happy and enjoyable Holiday Season!

 Jason Hemstock, Chair
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MESSAGE  FROM THE  MAYOR OF  GEORGIAN BLUFFS
As the days grow shorter and the air 
turns crisper, we find ourselves once 
again amidst the changing seasons. 
It’s during these transitions that we 
come to appreciate the significance 
of community and the power of sup-
porting one another. As the leaves 
fall and winter arrives, we see this 
as a golden opportunity to come 
together and embrace the spirit of 
giving and unity that makes Geor-
gian Bluffs feel like home.

In our community, businesses play a pivotal role in giving back. 
Your steadfast support for local events, initiatives, and chari-
table causes throughout the year is instrumental in strength-
ening the bonds that bring us together. The holiday season in 
particular showcases our community spirit, making it the per-
fect time to acknowledge the essential role businesses play in 
enhancing our community’s well-being.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to all the businesses in Geor-
gian Bluffs and beyond for your steadfast contributions over 
the year, whether through sponsorships, generous donations, 
or collaborative efforts. Your dedication contributes to a 
vibrant and thriving community where everyone feels a sense 

of belonging. You are the backbone of our region, providing 
the jobs, services, and economic opportunity that allows us to 
thrive.

As we embrace this festive season, I urge everyone to reflect 
on the profound impact of shopping locally. When you choose 
to support our local businesses, you not only discover unique, 
one-of-a-kind gifts but also become an active contributor to 
the overall well-being of your community. By shopping locally, 
you help sustain the livelihoods of your friends and neigh-
bours, bolster our local economy, and foster a sense of unity 
that becomes increasingly vital in challenging times.

To stay informed about the latest events, programs, and 
community happenings, I recommend exploring our web-
site at www.georgianbluffs.ca. The winter months don’t slow 
us down, whether we are coming together for a festive tree 
lighting and family skate at the Shallow Lake Arena, enjoying 
the sights at the Kemble non-motorized parade, or stretch-
ing our legs while snowshoeing or cross-country skiing on a  
scenic trail. From sleigh rides, to maple syrup, to cut-your-
own Christmas tree, the magic of winter is captured across the  
landscape.

On behalf of the Council and staff of Georgian Bluffs, I extend 
my warmest wishes for a joyful winter season brimming with 

fun activities, strong connec-
tions, and, most importantly, 
good health. Let’s seize this 
moment to come together and 
support one another, much like 
we do every winter, gathering 
around the hearth in warmth 
and fellowship during the cold 
winter nights.

Thank you for being an integral 
part of our remarkable commu-
nity, and may this winter sea-
son envelop you with warmth, 
togetherness, and many oppor-
tunities for growth and success.

 Mayor Sue Carleton

Gorgeous Georgian Bluffs

Photo Jim Martin
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MESSAGE  FROM THE  CHAMBER
Helping Hands

This is the time of year when we 
reflect more on giving and sharing. 
I think about the many organiza-
tions in our community who tire-
lessly and endlessly provide help 
and assistance not only during the 
holidays but all year round. 

The theme for this Issue is to high-
light the Helping Hands of some 
of these organizations and create 

awareness on what they do. The work and assistance they pro-
vide in our community sometimes can be a thankless job but 
also rewarding and appreciated by those in need. 

I sometimes feel that the organizations, United Way, SOS, 
C.O.R.E, O Share, Safe and Sound, Community Mental Health, 
Owen Sound Fire Department, Owen Sound Police Services 
just to name a few do not get the accolades they deserve for 

their tireless devotion and dedication to help those in our  
community. 

I am proud of these organizations and what they do! 

The Chamber along with the City, River District and Police 
Chief Ambrose held a townhall meeting with local businesses 
to go over the issues and concerns from the business perspec-
tive with regards to the downtown core. Questions that were 
brought forward from a previous townhall meeting were 
answered. It may not have been the total solution but is a step 
in the right direction. 

Go downtown, shop in our stores, eat in our restaurants and 
when you see people downtown, just say hi, who knows you 
could make someone’s day. 

During the holiday season, please support and shop local.

Thank you All for what you do! 

 Diane Austin CEO
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NEW MEMBER PROF ILES  B Y  S A V A N N A H  D A W S O N

T H E  M I L K  M A I D 
The Milk Maid is a fine cheese & 
gourmet food shop and wine bar in 
the heart of the River District, in 
downtown Owen Sound, Ontario, 
Canada. We have a wide selection 
of local and imported cheeses, cured 
meats, gourmet pantry items, wine, 
beer & cider, chocolates, and more. 
We offer fully licensed table service 
for cheese & charcuterie boards, 
sandwiches, salads, baked goods, and 
other light fare. We offer custom 
made gift baskets and have a variety of 
gorgeous cheese & charcuterie platters 
to order for your next event. Chamber 
members can enjoy a 10% discount on 
purchases over $50. 
Contact
info@milkmaidcheese.ca
themilkmaidcheese.com

B O O N  B A K E R Y 
Located in the heart of Owen Sound’s 
River District, Boon Bakery is a 
dedicated gluten and dairy-free bake 
shop. Boon Bakery concentrates on 
making classic sweet and savoury 
baked goods. Boon Bakery is a bright 
and welcoming bakery and retail space 
offering fresh baked goods and grocery 
items 5 days a week, from Tuesday 
through Saturday. Boon was born out 
of the desire for fresher, higher quality 
handmade gluten and diary-free food. 
We believe we are the pioneers in the 
gluten and dairy-free industry. 
Contact
info@boonbakery.ca
boonbakery.ca

R E N ’ S  P E T S 
Ren’s Pets are passionate about pets 
and the people they own. They believe 
that your furry companions deserve 
the best care and the highest quality 
of products. Ren’s are partners, not 
competitors, with local groomers, 
humane societies, and other pet 
professionals. Their passion for 
pets and their well-being has led to 
adoption and pet license programs, 
as well as being a national sponsor 
for OVC pet trust, Canada’s first 
charitable fund benefiting the health of 
companion animals. 
Contact
renspets.com

N O R T H E R N  H O T  T U B S
Innovative Digital Marketing and 
eCommerce Focused Hot Tub and 
Home Leisure Business Model 
Supercharges Sales and Profits of 
ENTREPRENEURS! Canada’s 
innovative digital marketing and 
eCommerce focused hot tub and home 
leisure brand invites entrepreneurs and 
business owners to take advantage of 
a unique, turnkey independent dealer 
franchise designed to supercharge 
sales and profits in a way heretofore 
unrealized. 
Contact
northernhuttubs.com

R  &  R  R E S C U E  &  R E S O R T
Run by married partners, Rachel 
Salisbury and Robert Given, we have 
a lifetime of love for animals. We 
make a difference by taking in owner 
surrenders, animals in crisis from 
owners whose next step would often 
be euthanasia. We offer these dogs a 
future they otherwise may not have. 
We are a home-based rescue, so the 
animals are not kenneled 24/7, they 
are given veterinary care, love, play 
. exercise and training until they are 
ready to be adopted. Besides animal 
rescue we also offer Doggy daycare, 
pet boarding and pet grooming. 
Contact
rayray1632@gmail.com
rrrescueresort.com

T R U E  N O R T H  K E T T L E B E L L  C L U B 
Small group fitness classes focused 
on Kettlebell bootcamp, traditional 
girevik strength/conditioning, and 
foundational core strength, and injury 
prevention through proper mobility 
practices. With each class you will 
get a hands-on, nationally qualified 
coach who’s main focus is on gradual 
strength, mobility, and encourages you 
to honor what your body feels.
Contact
truenorthkbclub@gmail.com
truenorthkbclub.ca 
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T H E  G R E A T  C A N A D I A N  B O U T I Q U E 
O U T L E T 
is 2 floors FULL of unique giftware, 
home decor, apparel and MORE. 3 
years ago Whitney and Theo Peckham 
became the new owners of what was 
once known as the Great Canadian 
Retail Outlet that operated out of this 
location since 1997. The store has 
gone over a complete re brand and 
made a lot of really exciting changes 
while continuing to offer the same 
GREAT shopping experience! Most 
recently, they have created The Little 
Boutique…an extension of giftware 
and specialty items for the babies 
and youth in your life! There is truly 
something for everyone at the Great 
Canadian Boutique Outlet! If you have 
not yet visited the store, you must go 
see for yourself to really comprehend 
how much they have to offer! 
Contact 
theboutiqueoutlet.os@gmail
comtheboutiqueoutlet.ca

E M E R G E N C Y  F I R S T  A I D  T R A I N I N G 
Emergency First Aid Training (EFAT) 
was first established in 2002 and, as 
a Red Cross affiliate, has provided 
training in CPR and AED (automated 
external defibrillator) to individuals 
and businesses throughout Owen 
Sound, Thornbury, Collingwood, 
and Meaford. EFAT knows that 
emergencies can happen at any time, 
and they are proud to teach the 
lifesaving skills necessary to respond 
quickly and with confidence. 
Contact
Mike at 519-477-5392
mmolloy@ctdfibre.ca 

T O T A L  R E C O V E R Y  M A S S A G E 
T H E R A P Y  &  W E L L N E S S 
Their Team of Registered Massage 
Therapists and Certified Health Care 
Practitioners have the skill set to 
design and carry forward individually 
crafted treatment plans to assist you 
in achieving your ideal wellness goals. 
Beautifully bridging the mind-body 
connection through evidence informed 
massage therapy and wellness 
practices. 
Contact
admin@totalrecovery.ca
totalrecovery.ca

C A A  T R A V E L 
While you may know CAA for our 
trusted roadside assistance, we offer 
members many other things too. Save 
on travel, car, and home insurance 
and at more than 124,000 retailers, 
restaurants, hotels and attractions 
across North America. We proudly 
help our members with travel to 
insurance needs. 
Contact
519-376-1940
caasco.com

P E A R S O N  E N G I N E E R I N G 
Providing innovative solutions to 
complex challenges through creative 
and consistent design and engineering 
services which include expertise 
in Land Development, Municipal 
Roadworks, Stormwater Management, 
Sanitary and Water Servicing. 
Our approach to each project is 
continually reliable and implements 
a thorough review of required tasks 
and milestones. Ongoing analysis of 
the project’s technical progress, as well 
as consistent dialogue with reviewing 
agencies, enables our projects to 
advance to completion in an efficient 
and timely manner. 
Contact
info@pearsoneng.com
pearsoneng.com 

G O O D  T H I N G S 
Good Things was created to support 
local communities receive world class 
support and services. 
Our purpose is to deliver happiness 
and ensure we build lasting 
relationships with every customer. 
Leveraging promotional products to 
make your brand stand out and create 
lasting impressions in the community. 
Here at Good Things we believe in 
making things easy; no fuss, no muss, 
just good people finding Good Things. 
Finding new products that are unique 
and more suited to the businesses and 
events you are planning is what we 
love finding. Looking for something? 
Just ask us...
Contact
Jessie English
Jenglish@goodthingspromo.com 
Gord Roedger
Groedger@goodthingspromo.com
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JUST SAYING
B Y  D A V E  C A R R

The Giving Season

Someone once told me – people told me several times, in fact 
– that the average main street merchant in Owen Sound gets 
asked for a donation of one kind or another more than 300 
times a year – nearly once a day! And out of that, two things 
... one, I certainly believe the number of requests, and two, I 
know beyond all doubt that the business people of this region, 
and the citizenry itself, give generously.

Over the decades, I have been involved in those fundraising 
efforts that sent us knocking on doors for a gift certificate, a 
prize, a car wash, a discount, a 2-for-1, all of it and more. And 
I have been the lucky or bidding recipient of some of that 
generosity as well!

This is a giving community, full stop.

At my writing, I don’t know the date you’re reading this, but 
I know it’s sometime between Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
And my autumn memory comes flooding back to me: sitting 
for a chilly afternoon on the tail end of a big cube van parked 
outside the CFOS studio downtown.

It was the annual Thanksgiving food drive for the Salvation 
Army; on-air, we invited y’all to come fill the truck and you 
certainly did, autumn after autumn. People give. We met our 
listeners, which was fun, but more importantly, we accepted 
bags and bags of groceries. I remember a farmer unloading 
several 50-pound bags of carrots. I wonder what happened to 
them. Cars would pull up and someone might have a paper 
bag with a few things, or they might need help emptying a 

trunk full of groceries. It was a pretty simple equation: peo-
ple needed help, and help was at hand in the simple kind-
ness of neighbours.

I get the feeling that those who have not been part of the 
Owen Sound and district community very long are some-
times surprised at the generosity. And other communities 
may boast the same, but as with in many other aspects of 
life, Owen Sound and Grey-Bruce are unique in the level of 

giving we collectively exhibit year after year after year.

A fire; a trauma; a sudden death – each produces the need, 
and doors, wallets and hearts are opened. 

Think about it – you can count an infinite number of rea-
sons why you live here, why you love living here, why you 
belong here. I think the giving, the almost automatic and 
unspoken love of neighbour for neighbour is one we may 
take a bit for granted, but inside, is one of those reasons 

There’s one more holiday season now on our doorstep, and 
yes, there are needs ... some anticipated, and surely some 
surprises. And I think we know what will happen when 
urgency demands.

So, because I know you (if you know what I mean, and I 
think you do) ... thank you.
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06As a Chamber Member
OPPORTUNITIES 

01.
Inside Scoop

Placing an advertisement in
our “Inside Scoop” E-Blast
which is distributed to over
300 businesses and 1500
businesspeople in our
community

02.
Featured as a
new member

You will be featured in our new
member section of our Outlook

Magazine. Our magazine is
distributed to all of Owen Sound

and Georgian Bluffs. Plus it is
available online copy 

03. 
Social Media

We love to feature our
members on our social media
pages. Reels are an excellent
opportunity to showcase your
skills, creativity and
accomplishments 

04.
Alive @ 5

We host an Alive @ 5
Networking event every
other month. Check our
website to find the next

scheduled event 

05.
Events

We host two major events each
year (Business Excellence
Awards and our Annual Golf
Tournament). This gives an
opportunity to connect with
influential individuals in the
business world

We host a series of workshops and
webinars throughout the year.

Whether you’re looking to enhance
your professional skills, gain new

knowledge, or simply explore a
topic of interest

06. 
Workshops /  
Webinars 



GROW YOUR
BUSINESS

WITH US!

YOUR STRATEGIC PARTNER
Only the Owen Sound & District Chamber of Commerce 
provides unique partnership opportunities to reach 400+ 
managers, owners and local business entrepreneurs by 
using multi-messaging platforms.
The Chamber targets the audience you most want to reach 
– partnering is a smart, simple and cost-effective way 
to build awareness, attract new clients or customers and 
stimulate sales.
Partnering with the Chamber enhances your credibility, 
reputation and visibility as a leader in the community.

 Networking & social activities
 Educational seminars and training
 Promotional services
 Member affinity programs
 Achievement recognition
 Business advocacy
 Group health benefits 

GET IN TOUCH

1051 2nd Ave. East
Suite 226
Owen Sound, ON N4K 6K6
519-376-6261
info@oschamber.com
www.oschamber.com

Green Hydrogen At Scale

Owen Sound is the global centre for our R&D, customer 

demonstration, manufacturing, training and sales 

activities. 

We’re proud to be part of the community.

Hydrogen Optimized is a clean technology company that develops 

and manufactures large-scale RuggedCell™ water electrolysis 

systems for the world’s largest green hydrogen projects. 

www.hydrogenoptimized.com


